Mittimus and manner of Iwptiſonment 
of Mr, Edmund Calamy. 


A Copy of the 


\Oraſmuch as I have received a Certificate from and under the Hand 
ard Seal of the right Reverend F ather in God Gilbert Lord Biſhop 
sf London, that A7r, Edmund Calamy /ate Crate of the Pariſh 
Church of St, Mary Aldermanbury 3» the ſaid City of London, be-. 
 Ing{ according as is 3rovided and enatted by the late At of PAr liament 
 .. wade for the Uniformity of Publick Prayers, &6, )by reaſon of bis [ncon- 
formity diſabled to preach or read avy Lecture or Sermon, in any Church 
or Chappell within his Majeities Realm of England , or Dewunioy, 
of Wales, aud town of Barwick npox Tweed, and continuing and 
CL ITILT, fill ſo drſabled, 41d ſince the Feaſt of St. Bartholomew 
laſt paſt, upon two ſeveral aayes, viz, 01 T weſd ay the twenty ſixth day of 
Anguſt laſt paſt, ard wpen Sunday the twenty eighth day of December, 
1662, 1» the ſaid Church of St. Mary Aldermanbury preſume and 
fake upox bimſetlf ( withomt any lawfull approbation aud licenss thereun« 
to ) topreach wr read two ſeyerall Sermons or Lettures publickly befare 
the Congregationthen and there in the ſaid Church aſſembled;comtrary to, 
aniin contempt of Authority of the ſaid Att of Parhament : Theſe are 
. Therefore (as I amt required by the ſaid Aft in his Majeſties Nanne to will - 
and command you ro receive into-your euftody within the Gas! of Newgate 
rhe Body of the ſaid Edmund Calamy brought wnto you therewith, and 
hins there detain for the off ence afereſaid;for the T erm of three Months 
from the day of the date hereof, mithont Bail or Maine priſe, according to 
the tenor and effeCt of the At of Parliament aforeſaid. And this (hall be 
your Warrant therein, dated this fifth day of January, 1662. | 
Kon notice the 5 day of January inflant that a Warrant was if ued a- 
9a'1ft the ſa:d Edmund Calamy by his Lord hip to apprehend him, the 
aid Edmund at 17h! perſonally appeared before his {aid Lordſhip, and 
defired bis Lordſhip that he might have favour not to be commutedtul, the 
ext day, and promiſing { with o:her ſufficient perſons that he <vonld the 
#*-h of January abomt eleven of the clock praceably render his Body to the 
-Goale of Newgate #pon ſexd;ng a Mittimus , his Lordſhip took the word 
of himſelf and SSeties, and @ Stan by Mr,John Marſhall,oze of the 
City Marſhalls and ſworn Conſtable, ſending the ſaid Muttimn: at the time 
defired, he the ſaid Mr, Calamy went with the ſaid Marſhall , aud now 
18 Priſozer inthe Gao! of Newgate, | 
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An Advertiſement to. the Reader. 


117 Ee believe you have? heard of the Impriſonment of Mr Edmund 
| Calamyp, as 4lſ7 of the matter of fat, viz, for preaching ; 

berng diſ-1nabled thereunto for his Nn-couform'ty to the preſens 
ſtate of af airs wn the Churth of England. Many ('we have heard ) ds 
blam: him for hy 1m udency, in ating againt a knywn Law , bur Ne- 
mo oinnbu3 horis lapit ; yr we ere /0 b2l4 as to ſy, he is the more 
ex:uſable, foraſmuch 45 it was in a tingr of n:ed ; D» you not knovv 
vyhat Dzy:d did vvhen he vvas an hungced, and choſe that 
wvere vyith him; Match, 12.3, 4, %:, *[# w:ll ky19x My, Caila- 
my went to Church with 12 intentim to preach , bat to hear, but th: 
Miaifcer that wi expetted, failmg, Mr. Cailamy being preſent was in- 
treated aud imcouraged by ſom? emment perſons there to performs the works 
who preſently anſwered their deſire, and ut may be that Scripture was ur- 
gent, 1 CDr.9.16,0. ſo that he preached n1: as Cucate,or LeXurer, 
but onely occaſionally, ani that u9t in gontew): of Authvricy. We ſuppoſe 
you are defirons to ſee the Sermon, we have therefore gratifi:d your deſire, 


' and aſſure you that this is faithſully avd ex1tly as he deliveredit ; read 


it therefore, "tis Verbum tempeſtiyum. Farewell. 
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ER 2:SAM 4 3 . '& 
And when he came, lo Eli ſate upon a ſeat 


by the way fide, watching, for his heart 
tremblea for the Arkof Cod. 


SPY Hat you may the better underſtand this text; _ 
2& you muſt know, that what ever God threat- 
en'd againſtold E/z, inthe ſecond and third 
chapters, tt was becauſe he did nor reftrain 
| his ewowicked ſons from their leud courſes, 
| and is here executed in this fourth chapter; and therefore 
| we read in the beginning'of rhe chapter, that four thcu- 
| ſand of the children of Iſrael were ſlain by the Philitines; 
| and the Elders of Iſrael mer together ro confider what 
"4 they might do to repair this great lots ; they confeſs that 
it was the Lord that had ſmitten them , »her-fore hath the 
Lord ſmitten w 2 Buc they fooliſhly imagined rhar rhe 
way t0 repair the loſs, would be by ferching the Ark from 
Sh:lce, and carrying it into the battel;whereupon they ap= 
pointed Hophns and Phineas =_ take the Ark of the Cove- 

nant 
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nan?, and catry it into the bt, thereby imagining, that 
the preſence of the Ark would ſecure rhem from ruine: 
But herein they were miſerably miſtaken ; for the reaſon 
why they were {micten, was not becauſe the Ark was 1n 
the Cawp, but becauſe (1n was in the Camp for as LAu- 
guſiine oblerves, Tie Ark witerein the two Tables were, 
g&vould nor prot & thoſe that had broken the two Tables 
the Ark of the Covenant would not preſerve thoſe that 
has oroken their Covenant with God; therefore not- 
wi. {tan'ng tn prefence of the Ark, there were thirty 
thouſ+nd yi the children of I rael {l1inig the batt), and 
Hep 4 and Phl.e.s that bore the Ark, were {lain, and the 
Ars it{clt wastaken priſoner, x 
But now letus contider what old El: was doing all the 
wile the battel was fighting: The good old man was 99. 
ycars 0:9, he was not able rog9 to the battel ;. bur he gor 
upon a {ear by the way fide, near the bartel where 1rwas 
{jvught, aidihere he firs warching what wil become of 
ticArk: AnaloEiſate ujon a ſcat by the way-ſide,watch= 
ing; for his keart tr.mbled for the Ark of God : For ſcar leſt 
tho Ark of God ſhouid be taken, He was not troubled 
what thould become of his rwo ſons, he was not tronb-ed 
what ihvull become of rhe people of Iſrael; bur all his 
troubic was for the Ark of God, be (arc by tl e way {1de 
wa'ching, for his heart tremblcd tor the Ark ot God, 
In the words ive have three Paris, 
1, We have old Eli's folicicouſneſs concerning the 
Ark, He ſ-te waichirg, Fc 
2, His featiulncſls; Old Eli trem!l-d for fear of th: 
Are, 
3' Old Elz's preferring the ſafety of the Ark before che 
ſafety of his iwo ({ons, and before the latcry of his witc 
and children ; Q.9 Eli ſate waiching., fer his Leart _ 
0 4 \ *s 
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for the Ark of. God, But you will ſay-untro me. Whatwas 
chis Ark, thisArk of God 2 Why ſhould: old Zl; irem- 
ble tor jcarof the. Ark 2 VVhy, Lwil cell you 31 This/Ark 
was tho holicft/of all che holy things of God-z it was ſo 


holy, that it made every place holy where it came : Sols- 


mop brought the daughter of Pharos) on: of the City of David, 
#xt0 th: bouſe that ke hai butided fer-h:r, for h: ſa d. My ff 
ſhall not de! is th: bouſe of David Kung of Irael, veeauje the 
plazes are holy whereunts the Ark,of the Lord bad c 3 me;2.Chro., 
8.11, This Ark was the dwelling place of Gods Pray 
oblerve firs, this wil make way for an excellent diſcourſe 
by an4by. This Ark of God was the habitation of God, 
Pſal.,g 3.1. The Lord flitteth berweentae Cherabinsznow 
rhe Cuerubins were placed over the Ark 3 this Ark was 
thr ſpeaking-place of God, it was the place where Gd 
mer the people of Iſracl when he gave them anſwer con < 
cerning any doubt: They came ro conſult with Gol bc- 
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fore the Ark, Exo4 25.21, 22, Thou fha't put the Mercye 


ſeat above the Ark , and there I nill met thee, aud conmune 
with the: from aboUe ihe Merty ſeat, from betreen the tro che- 
rubins wheicb are upon ihe Ark fir ihe teftimany of all things 
which 1wil give thee in commandmeit untothe childr.m of 1]- 
74:1, This Ark tor which 0d El: was ſo {folicttous, it was - 
Gods foorftool, and ail the people of Iiracl did worſhip 
at this footſtool, fall down belore this too: ſtool; pſ-l.99.5 
Letus come and fall down, and worſhip art his toorſtoo', 
h.e. betore the Ark; this Ack was the ſtreogth of Iiracl,fo 
itis called pſal,78 61, He delivered his ſtreugth 1nto 
captivity; that is, rhe Ark; the Ark it was the glory. of 
Iſrael, and.itwas the ſtrength of Iſrael, nay, lct me add, 
this Ark was the terror of the Enemies: of God gs there- 
tore when the Ark came into the barrel , the Philifunes 
| B 2 * were 
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| 4) 
were afraid, and ſaid, VV hat fhall become of 1s? wo to 
us, for God is come down intro the camp, 1 Sam. 4.9, For 
indeed this Ark was called Jehovah : When the Ark 
was to move, there was cry, (N«m.3 5.) Ariſe O Lord, 
and let thine enemies be ſcattered, In a word , the Ark 
was 2 pledge and viſibleſymbole of Gods gracious pre- 
* {cence with his people 5 as long as the Ark was ſafe, they 
were {ate; as long as the Ark was with them, Gods pre: 
{encc was with them, thetoken of Gods preſence was 
withthem , but when the Ark was taken away,that was 
a {1gn that Goa was gone; his proteRing, preſerving, 
comforting preſence was gone; and therefore nowonder 
this good old man was ſo rroubled tor fear leſt the Ark of 
God ſhauld be taken priſoner:I call him a good old man; 
but many learned men think old Els was nota good man; 
indced his fault was great in not puniſhing his two ſons; 
but ſurely, {urely he was a good mary and there are theſe 
two reaſons to make it ourthbat old Eli was-a godly man: 
The one is this, That he took the puniſhment of his ini- 
quity ſo patiently, when young Sawue! had told him 
what the Lord had intended againſt tum; Ir is of the 
Lord (faith he) let him do whar ſeemeth him good, Sey 
condly, He was a good man,as appeareth in the Texr,his 
{olicitouineſs what ſhould become of the Ark , and the - 
trembling of his ſoul left the Ark of &0d ſhould miſcarry. 
Now bctore I {peak rothe point of Dogrine, I muſt 
further rell yougthat this Atk was a type of Jeſus Chrifts 
for as God ſpake by the Ark , and from the Ark , ſo God 
ſpeaks ro us by Chriſt. And then ſecoadly the Ark was a 
type of the Churchot Chriſty for as the Ark was a pre- 
ſerver of the rwo Tables of the Law, ſo the Church of 
Cixiſt isa preſerver of the Scriptures, Thirdly, _ 
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Ark was a type of the Ordinances of Chriſty for as Go 
did communicate himſelf to his pcople by the Ark , ſq 
God by his Ordinances doth communicate his counſels, 
his comforts and his graces unto his people» The Ordi- 
nances of God are Oraculum, the ſpeaking-place of God, 
by which he conveys himſelf ro his people. 

The Text now being thus expounded, there are theſe 
two excellent concluſions to be learned from ir, 

Firſt, When the Ark of God is in danger to be loſt,the 
cople of God have thoughtful heads, and trembling 
carts, 

Secondly, That a child of God is more troybled, and 
more ſolicirous what ſhall become of the Arkghanw har 
ſhall become of his wite and children; or his eftate ; he 
lays more to heart the danger the Ark of Godis in, than 
the danger his wite, children and eſtate is in, 

Firſt, Vhen the Ark of God is in danger tobe loſt, 
the people of God have thoughtful heads, and trembling 
hearts, 

But if I may put this doarine into a goſpel drefle, take 
thedoarine thus : That when the goſpel is in danger 
of loſing, when the Miniſtry is in danger of lofing,when 
goſpel ordinances are in danger of being loſt, then the 

ople of God have trembling hearts, and carefal and ſq- 
ficicus heads, I do not ſay when the Ark is loſt, forthat 
was death to old El;, he broke his neck, he was ſoxroys 
bled when the Ark was loſt; it cofithe life of old El:'s 
daughter, Phizeas witez when the Ark was taken priſon- 
er, (he took no comferrt in her child that was newlybory, 
ſhe regardeditnot ; they told her a man-child was horn, 
that ſhe hada ſors but ſheregarded it nor ; for ſaid. {be, 
The glory is gone, the glory is departed from Iſrael. 
Therefore I do nor ſay, when the ark of 60d is loft., bur 


when: 


nay 
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(6) 
whenitis in danger of lofing, when the Goſpel is in 
danger, and the Ordinances ot God in dauger of being 
leſt, then che people of God have trembling hearts and 
carctn] heads. 

Thus we read Exo4. 33. 3, Gol threatens he would 
r£! go with the people ot lirael ; 1 nii/nyr gowith you, for 
Jos area ftiff -reckod people ; and they were 10 troubled tor 
the loſs otGods preſcncegthat they pur off their Or Amien;s; 
when the people Leard this evil tyc ings, $941 they ſhould loſe 
the preſer.ce of God,they menrnedyand no mar put 01 bus Orna- 
me. ts, Yon ſhall read thatthey were without the pre- 
{ſence of God wenty years, 1 Sam- 7,2, And #' came to 
pe ſs, that while the Ark abode in Kinah jearim, that it was 
long, for it was twenty jearsy and all the h uſe of Iſrael lament- 
ed after the Lord, that is, after the Ark, atter the preſence 
of God ſpeaking from above the Ark. So you ſhall read 
of Uria', Dar id would tain have had him gone down to 
his wife,and make merry, but mark what 7r/45 an{wered, 
2Sam,11.11.Tve Ark, ani Jſreel and ]udal abidetn Tents, 
(matk it I pray} & mLord knaxeth . he ſer v.nts of the Lord 
arcin the can.p iu the cpen fie'a; 7 ſhall go down to my bouſe to 
eat and to drink, arid to be merry, ana tolye with ny wife? as 
thou liceft, and as thyſonl liveth, I nill 1.0t do this thing, We 
read alſo of Elras, that he was very zealous for the Lord 
ot Hoſts, x Kizg.19 10, The c:aldren of lirael have for. 
ſaken their Covenant, they have thrown down thine al- 
tars, and {lain thy Prophets, andIam very zealous, 

Now all this proves, that when the ark of God is in 
d:nger, tie people of God have very much trembledzand | 
there are theſe realons for it why the people of God are 
{omuch troubled when the ark of God is in dangcr, 


Firſf, 


i MT 


Firſt , Becauſe of the love thatthey beat, tothe ark of 
God ; as God loverhthe gates of Sjox more than all the 
dwellings of Facob; ſo the people, of God they lovethe 


Goſpel, they love the Ordinances, they love the Miniſtry 


and che faithfol-Muniſters of Jeſus Chriſt gboye allother 
things in the world ; and therefore ſaith:D4av3i2 (Pſel. 26. 
8.) O Lord, I have loved the habuation of thy houſe,and 
ahe place where thine hor.or. dwellethy and in ?ſal, 27. 4; 
One thing have I delired of the Lords that will leckat- 
ter, that I may dwell in the kouſe of the; Lord all the 
daycs of my life, Now you know love ſtirreth up affe- 
tion, You have heard mecell the ſtory of Creſw young- 
eſt ſon to Cr@ ſus, who when he {aw his father ready ro be 
killed, though ne never ſpakeall his life time, yertbe very 
love that he did bear to hs Father, butſt the ſtrings of his 
tongue, aud kecryed out, O kill nor my father, kill not 
my Father: Such is thelove that the Saints of God have 
to the ark of God, that it muſt break forth, and they can» 
not be filent, chat they cannar but trerable tor fear the ark 
ſhould miſcartry z; For Sos lake rhey cantiothold their 
peace,and for ]-ruſalems lake they cannot reſt, tilthe Lord 
make cherightcouſnels thereof to go won brightneſs, 
andthe ſalvation thereof as a Lamp that burneth, | 
Secondly, 1he people of God cannot but be troubled 
when the ark is danger, becauſe of the intereſt rhar they 
have inthe ark of God ; Now you know intcreſt ſtirrech 
up affedtion; when a mans own houſe is on fire, or when 
another mans houle ts oa fire, as you have had a ſad and 
lamcentable accidentmuch to be laid to heart, that hap- 
pencd yeſterday morning, a very (ad accident , and Tuch 
asI {uppoſe it the Miniſter that wag appointed to preach, 
hag been here. he would have ſtudyed to have alfe@ted 
"1" v0 


(3). 


our hearts with that providence, and indeed it is notto 


torgorten : How ſuddetily may we after we have been 
feafſting, be burne to aſhes > Truly it wasa very ſed pro» 
vidence, and ought to be laid to heart, Now intereſt as T 
faid, ſtirsup afte&ion; how are they afteRted that have 
an irirereft in thoſe that were burned! how are they affli- 
@&ed with that ſad providence ! VV hy now the people of 
God have an intereſt in God; God is the Heaven of a child 
of God, God is the portion and inheritance of his peoples 
and when he begins to forlake them, they cannor but 
grieve and be affected : and fo the Ordinances of God 
theyare the Jewels, the Treaſures of a Chriſtian, and he 
cannot but be troubled for fear of loſing the Ordinances, 
Jeſus Chriſt isthe joy of a Chriſtian, and whenhe is de- 
parting from them, they cannot go and be merry at ſuch 
ad f[(NE, 

Thirdly, The people of God cannot bur tremble when 
the ark of Godis in danger» becauſe of the m:ſchiefs that 
are;coming npon a Natton when the atk of God is lofts 
Wo be tothar Nation when the ark of God 1s gone from 
it, The T70jens had the Image of Pallas, and they had a 
tradition,that as long as that Image was preſerv'd among 
them, their Ciry (honld never be conquered z and there- 
fore they kept it in a Tower, and called 1t Palladinm, And 
the Romans had a Buckler, and they called it Anſelam, and 
they had a tradition , that as long as that Buckler was 
| keptſafe, Rome ſhould never be raken; and they faid that 
Buckler came down from Heaven, Butſurel am, when 
God is preſent with a Nation to ptoted& rhem, where the 
goſpel is preſerved in purity ina Nation, that Nation 


cannotburbe ſafe; bur when the ark of God is gone,when 


the goſpel is gone, then the Palladturn, then the 47 feiam, 
then 
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then the ſafety of a Nation is gcne, My beloyed , had 1 
the tongue of men or Argcls, I was not able to expreſs 
rhe milery of a Nation where the ark of God is TONe 5 
give me leave to ferit forth bricfly a little in a few parti- 
culars, which I ſhall but juſt name, ; 

Firſt, When the atk of God is taken, then the ways of 
$/0n mourn, and none come to her ſolemn aſlemblics;this 
was the complaint made in Lament, 1 A, 1he wayes of L PA 
c# mourn , tecauſe none come toher [.lemn Aſſemilies, And 
is not this matter of {adneſs 2 

Secondly, VV hen the Arkof God is taken, the Mini« 
ters of Chriſt are driven into curnerss and that is matter 
of heart- trembling, 

Thirdly, Tie {ouls of our wives and children are in 
danger to miſcarry, when the Ark of Godis taken, and 
the Goſpel gone, 

Fourchly, The enemics of 'God will then be ready to 
blai/pheme atid ſay, V here 1s now your God? Whereis 
now your Aik > Now the encmics of God triumph 0- 
ver the people of God, and as Datd faith, Pial, 42 10. 
Aswith a Sward in my 061.65 mine Enemies reproach me daily, 
while th ec) (ortinual'y ſa) wntlome, where Is nw thy Goa 2 

Fitthly, When the Ark of God is taken, Jeſus Chriſt 
is then trampled under feet , the Ordinance of God are 
{hurt of door ; then Bla{pocmy, Atheiſm, and all manner 
of wickedneſs comes in like an armed man, 

Fourthly , Another reaſon why the peopic of God muſt 
nceds tremble whentl.c ark 15 in danger, js, becauſe of 
their acccſ[arineſs in lofing cf the Ark: Ani this was that 
which made old El: ſo much tremble, becauſe he 
knw it was for his {ins that the Ark was caken Priſon« 
er; and that God ſuffercd ir to be taken away, he 

C knew 
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know that his not puniſhing his ewo lons was One great 
caule of the great {laughter thar the people of Itracl mer 
withall, and t:at made him to trembic, There is no per- 
ſon here in this Congregation this morntng, but his heare 
will tel] him, if cver the ark of God ſhould be joft in this 
N rio, that he hath contributed ſomething towards the 
loſs of it: | fav, therearencre of us fo hely, butcur 
conſciences muſt accuſc uz, thet wo have contributed 
lomething towarus the Jols of the ark, 1t it ſhowid be loft, 
And this Mr. 3:44 ord that blefIcd Aar.yco ackino.yiledg- 
cdin his praycr , as you have it recorded 1n tle Byuk of 
Martyrs. Lord ({aycs hc) it was my unthaukluineſs thar 
brought tn Qucen AMaryes dayes; it was my unf:uitfulneſs 
chat cauſed the untimely death of King Eawardthe 6:h, 
And thole Chriftians thar were bamtſhed and fled in Qu, 
Ma- yes dayes, they proteficd wherever they came, thar 
G34 tor their untha. kfulneſs had t2ken the goſpe; from 
tom, We may all of us ſays Vormy f1ns', and for thy 
{:nsrheark of God is indanger, and theretore we had 


ncedalways to have trembling hearts & {(olicitou: heads 


what will bccome cf the ark of God, And to much tor 
tie cxplication of the Dcartne, 

I come now to the application; andit it tethe proper » 
ty of a true c::i)d of God to be fo ſ{oiicitous whenthe 


atk of God is in danger, and to have ſuch a trembling. 


heart for tcar the ark ſhould miſcatry , then cis a cercain 
hga ihcre arebur tew that ace children ot God in truth, 


Oh where s the man or woman that is like old El, thar 


ters trembling tor tear of the ark > I ſuppoſe you all be- 
1:vec (and you have caulc 1o do ) that my coming hither 


this motning was not by way of dcfitzn, bur meerly by 


the providence of God; and thereiore that which fow [ 
ſay, 


A — — 
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lay, was not premeditated for this aſzembly, I:muR nor 
be denied bur rhar the ark of God is in danger to be loſt, 
and that upon ths double account, 

Firſt, In reference to the many fins that are in tize Na- 
tion; Letme tcl] yoy, There is not one fin for which God 
hath takenaway the ark fromany people, bur that ſin 
may be found among us: Did the Church of Epheſus 
toſe the Candleſtick becauſe ſhe left her firſt love? and 
have not we done {o? Did the Church of Lae4ices loſe 
the Candleſtick? Youknow the goſpel is called the Can- 
dicſtick; and was nor the goſpel removed from them 
becauſe of their lukewarmneſs > And are not we guilty 
of Iukewarmneſs » Did the people of Iirael here lote the 
Ark becaule they abhorred the offering of God 2 and do 
nor we doſo> arenor the fins of the people of Ifracl 
among us > Nay, are not the fins of Germany and all o- 
ther Nations among us? and can any man that is here be- 
fore God this day, that confiders the unthankfulneſs, the 
gercat prophaneneſs that there is in the Nation, but muſt 
conſels, Surely the ark is1n danger, and God may jaſtly 
take ir away, I will not make @ catalogue of our fins, for 
thatis not my purpoſe; I might tell you of ourCommons+ 
wealth {ins , drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, bribery and op- 
preſſion; I might te} of our SanQuary fins,the prophane- 
ing of S$1boarhs, and ſoof all our other fins, of unthank- 
{uinefs, unfruiculneſs; you of this place, firs, God may 
well rakethe ark from you; and indeed, it wasthe great 
reſpec I had to you of this Pariſh , whom I ſhall ever 
owu, and pratſe God for, as long as I hive breath in mez 
it was my re{pcal bear to yougwould not ler me {end you 
home this morning) wichout a Sermon. Is there any of 
you of tits Parifh/or Congregation, that can ſay God 

C 2 may 
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may not juſtly uachurch you , and take away his Goſpel 
from you > You have had icnoy tn thcee famous ſucceſ- 
fio1s, Dr, T-.y/or, Dc.S:ouzbton, and my pains in three or 
four and twenty years among you : Do not your con(ct- 
ences tell you nov, thir God may juſtly unchurch you, 
and take away the power of the Miniſtry > forI count 
that an unchurching, when we want the power of rhe 
Miniſtcy , a ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry, when we want a 
faithful Miniſter ro 20 before us ; and thar's one reaſon 
why we may lafely ſay the Ars of God is 1p great danger 
of betog loſt, 

Secondly,l have another that I may without prejudice 
ſay,and that is the abundance of Pop'th Prieſts and Je» 
ſuics that are in the midſt of us, the growing and encre2, 
ſing of Popcry, an4 that proneneſs that is 1n people to run 
headlong back azain to the Garlick and Oators of Egypt : 
This argument is (ufacient ro make us all belicye the ark 
of God is in danger, Nay, {hall I adil, The diſcontent- 
m2nts and diviſions thatare in the Naton > and Chriſt 
himſelf hath (aid, That 4 Nati;n divided ag inſt it ſelf ca 1. 
m0 ſt4.d, Butlleavethele things to your confideration, 
I >clieve now rnere 15nort one that hears me this morning, 
but will confels the Ark of God ts 1n darger of bcing loft, 
jut now where are our old Elzes? VV here ire ſuch as Phi. 
eas wite,luch \WOmen as$s (hegtiar would not be comfort- 
ed> VVhere are our Moſeſes,our r.ah's, our EM S>where 
are thoſe that lay to heart the danger ot the Ark of God> 
M ; brethren,you corap:atn of tax25,ot the decay of tra 1c, 
you comp!/ain of this and that civil burthe! 5 Bur where is 
the man,'vhere 15 the man that complains & bemoans the 
danger that the Ark of God 1s in>Moſt of you are of Gal» 
lIiztemper,of whom it is ſaid, 4@,8thathe cared {or none 
of tho e things z h2d tr been for civil matiers, he would 


have 
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have hearkenedy but when it came to matters of Religt- 
on, Gallio cared nor forir, nor regardeditnor, My bre= 
threr, every man is troubled about mum and tuum, about 
his civil concernments, and very ſolicitous what ſhall be- 
come of him but who lays to heart , who regards whar 
fhall become of the Ark of God > thereis a ſtrange kind 
of indifferency and lukewarmnefſs upon peoples ſpirits, in» 
ſomuch thar moſt people lo they might have their trading 
and their civil burthens removed, they care not what be- 
comes of the Ark; there is a TcxtI would have you turn 
to, though I cannot ſpend time in opening it, becauſe I 
ſhall be prevented; it is in Hol,7 9 Strargers hate wel our- 
ed bis ftreng:h, ani he knewit not, yta, orty bairs are here 
and there u;0u him, and be knows it :0t, Shall 1 ſay, grey 
hairs are upon the Goſpel?l come nat here to prophefie 
this morning; I donor ſay the Golpel is a dying, [ ſay nor 
fo; but I ſay it hath grey hairs; for we have had the Go- 
ſpel above a hundred years now in E:g/and ( pray mark ) 
and therefore it 1s 11 1tS old age; and 1 dare challenge any 
Schollar to ſhew me anyNatton that ever enjoyed the go- 
ſpel a hundred years tozether,except this Nation of Eng- 
[a14; and we have enjoycd the goſpel above an hundred 
years : Therctorc I may truly ſay tt hath grey hairs: after 
an hundred year: that is, no wonder grey hairs are here 
and there; yer no man kno.ys ic, no man regards ir, and no 
manlaysSircoheare, Shall 1 ſpend a little ume to ſhew 
you what a f1a tlits is, r93 to be attefted with the dapger 
the Ark of God ts in? Conſiderit tn theſe ewo particulars 
briefly. | 

Firſt,” Tis a t1gn youlove not the golpel, it you have no 
love to the Ark; tor had you any love to ir, you would be 
troubled more for the davger the Ark iS in, then:for any 
outward danger what ever, 1 have 


(14) 

Thave rcad a remarkable ſtory amosg the Romans, 
that when any ten was acculed ior his lite,all his triends 
and relations pur on mourning garments; and when he 
went toanſwerfor his fe, al his Kindied and Relactons 
toliowed him in mourning before the King, therein (hew - 
20g the love they bore to his perſon tn danger, And be 

loved, did you love the Miniſtry of the Goſpel, did you 

love the Ordinances of Chriſt, you would all put on 
mourning garments when they are indangets1nd becauſe 
youdo nor , icis a ſignyou haveno love to the goſpel, 
And then again | 

Secondly, Tis a fign you have no intercft in the go- 
ipel; for intereſtwilſtir up 9ffeEion; 'ris a ſign firs, you 
are not concerned in the goſpel; {or it 1t were your con- 
cernment, you would be affec&cd with it z for I {aid but 
even now, it 15 impoſſible that thoſe that are concerned in 
the late lamenrable fire, (rhe like hath not happencd in 
Ls8naey fince the Gim- powder gOr fire near the Tower, 
when fo many houſes were blown up by the powder;thac 
was a {ad, lamentable time indeed; but ({tnce that ) the 
like hath not been ſeen in Lender; and iris impoſſible bur 
that thoſe thathad inteteſt in ir, ſhould be af. &ed with 
it: You have no intereſk in God, if you are not troubled 
atthe loſsof his preſencey you have no intereſt in Chriſt, 
and in the Minifters of Chriſt, if your hearts tremble 
not, nor fear at the loſs of them. Nay, let me ſay, 

Thirdly, There is a curſe of God pronounced agata ft 
all choſe that lay nor to heart the atfii&ions of Joſepy ; 
give me leave to read to you Amos 646, Wo to them that 
are atcalſein Zion, that truſt in the Mountainof Sams- 
r1a,that pur far from them the evil daygthat lie upon beds 
of ivory, that cat the Lambs out of the flock.and dance 

LO 
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to the ſound of the Viol,6\7 drink winein bowlers, but 
are not grieved ſor the affliions of Joſeph, Oh wo, wo 
to you that make merry, and never confider the danger 
the ark of God isin. 

Hſe 2, TheſecondUle is, To beſeech you allz being 
this day unexpecRed , it is poſſible my coming may do 
much gaod, it may prove a good providence : Let me be- 
{cech you then, that. you would decizre that you are the 
people of God in deedand in truth, in following the ex- 
amp:c of old Elj; Five things I wouJd perſwade 

'OU tO : 
: Firſt, That you would belicye that the Goſpel is not 
entatied upon Enzlazd; Exgland hath no Letters Patents 
for the goſpel z rhe goſpel 1s nor perpetual and immova- . 
ble; God took away the ark, and forſook Shioh;God took 
away theark not ogely {rom the children of I{rael , bur 
took away the 'Temp.c, unchurched the Jews, unchurch+ 
cd the ſeven Churches of 4ſia; and we know not how 
{v0.1 te may unchurcnus: | do not know any watrant 
we have to aſſute our ſelves that we ſhall enjoy the golpel 
another hundred years. I (uppoſe many here know that 
I have ofcen told you, God knows how to remove his Can- 
dleſtick, yet not to deſtroy ir ; God will never deſtroy his 
Candleſtick , his Church ; but God often removes his 
Church from one Nation to anotherz he hath removed 
his Ckurch ont of the Eaſt(for Gyeece was once the moſt 
famous Church tn the world) this place now the Church 
is gone from z God knows how 1o remove his Candle-- 
ſtick, though he never breaks and deſtroys ir. 

Secondly, I would likewiſe perſwade you to this, That 
Ergiands art 1s indanzerof being loft, were it onely for 
the: {193 and prodigious.intquitics that we -are guilty pf. 

Oh. 
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Ohcheſtrangerand uatieard of ingratitude that is inthe 
Land! burT will ſay no more of that, becauſe wil ſpeak 
nothing but what becomes a ſober and peaceable Miniſter, 
yetI would have you be periwaded of the great danger 
the Ark of God ts tn, 
| Third'y, On tharl could raiſe you up to old E/7's po- 
Nurc! R- mcmber the Texr, He [ate watching,and bis hears 
trem{led for fear of the CArkz and to move you to this,con- 
fider what a ſad condition we ſhould be in , ſhould the 
Ark be loſt: Alas! what good would your Eſtates do 
you, if the Ark of God be taken away? How can you look 
upon your wives and children with comfort, it the Ark of 
God be gone > VW herein doth England glory go beyond 
other Nations > other Nauons are more wealthy then 
England; the Turk hath moic wealth than any Proteſtanr 
King; the Heathen Nations have more of the glory of the 
world then any Chriſtian King hath , more outward 
pomp, and rich apparel; VW hatthen 1s the glory of Eng. 
I :nd, but the Goſpel > And if the goſpel be gone, our glo. 
Ty is gone, and all our comfor:s are gone, Remember P43. 
»eas Wike ; they came and told hor ſhe had born a for: 
bur it was nogreat comfort to her, ſhe regarded ir nor, 
ſhe hearkened not unto them , but called his name 7xcha- 
bod; why ſo? fcrih: glory i departed from Iſrael,Ol:\when 
the glory is gone, who would defire colive? 1 am loth to 
cell you ih« ſtory that] have heard of from unqueſtiona- 
ble Authors, of Chryſoſtome; he was but one man, who yer 
whei to icave Conſtantinople, when he was pur out of his 
place, and baniſhed, the people of Conſta:timple were ſo 
-#: £tcd with Chryſeſtome , that they all went to the Em- 
67, aud petitioned for their Miniſter , ſaying , They 
-vaki as Loon miſs the Sun out of the Firmamenr, ag 
miſs 
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and that donot give God reft night nor day, 'Tut cty to 
God for mercy on the Nation ; and: who knows bue for 
their ſakes God may continue the Goſpel tous ? | 
Thirdly, Another ground of ccmforr is this, and I am 
wpuch afic&ted with it, God hath dealt with England nor 
by way of Rule, bur by way of Prerogative : For belq» 
vedz we-have had Cturch 'and Sermon-finsin the. midſt 
of us allatong Queen Elizaleths dayes, King Fame, and 
King Charles thc thirſt his dayes z we-have allo been anur- 
chankful Nation, and our Miniſtets have threarned ruide 
and deftru&ion upon us from yeat to year;.burGod hath 
hitherto ſaved Exg/and by way of Prerogative y though 
we have thoſe fins among us tor which he deftroyed other 
Nations; yet God harh ſparcd us, becaufe he will {pare 
us, according to that Text, {will be graci-<« 45 whom [xill 
be oractow, God is not tyed to his 6wn; 2, ' God may 
el an exctmprion; and who knows whether God may 
nor make England an exemption fromi his common Kute > 
Fourthly, Another ground of comfort is this, God'ts 
 nowa pouring ont his Viol npon Anrichriſt;aud allgit 
Wars that arein Chriſtendom, fhallend in theruffic of 
Antichriſt : Obſerve this, and carry it home with'you-'1 
ſay, God is pouring outhis Vials ppon the Throne of the 
Beaſt, and all thoſe VVars that ate in Chriſtendom; ſhall 
e,d it the.ruine ahd defſtru@ion of Antichriſt, both Eaſt- 
© nand Weſtern Antichriſt 5 "and though ſome drops of 
theſe 'Vials may drop upon thit Reforriied Churches;and 
they'may'ſmarc for a while, God'may ſeverely puniſh 
hems yet iris bucfor a lirtlewhile; but the Visls ſhall all 
| be poatedBpon Antichriſt thts tic feſt er hal 
it cenite! Hs people;amd 
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all-poured out; I ſay, God x com all the Reforms. 
cd Gimrches, and a ſound of perſecution may gothrough 
themall, whichare called dropsof theſe Vials ; bue the 
Vials are intended for Antichriſt, and ſhall all end in the 
Tryine of Antichtiſt, and jn thefajl of Babylon , whichis 
ground of greatconſolatipn forthe: people/of -God ; and 
whatlocucr becomes of. us, yet oar children, and our chil- 
drens chuldrenſhall ſce the ifsve of theſe Vials ponred 
out & laſtupon che VV hore of Babylon, to che ruine of 
Antu hriſt and all hts adherents. 

Fifthly and laſtiy, ro. draw to a conclufion; Fam &0 ex- 
hori you all ro contribute your uimolt' endeavours 10 
kcepthe ark of God trombeing loſt, Now here I ſhould 
ſhew you what the Magiſtrates muſt do ro keep theark 
from being carryed into captivizy,'and what the\Miniſters 
muſt do, andwharthe paople:ſhould dog -_ » |: 1/7 

Fittt, W hatthe Mgiftrarey are ro. do 3:and notbeigg 
to ſpeak to them, 1thall ſpeak little of them. TheMagt- 
rates are to ule their: Authority for the ſctliog -of the 
Ark; for the Ark ofthe Covenant willbe kke Nvats Ark, 
alwayes floating upemthe rop of: thewatass; tl che Mia- 
giftcares that are ſet Over it, will endeavour-toſertle it, 
Thus we read of David, e S4m.6. David and all bis men 
were gathered together, thirty thouſand men, ali his no- 
ble men went iwgtcaripomp toghe-ferching komeiof the 
arkz you may read the'chapter at your leiſure; - And in 
2 Chron, 5.2,.there you find Solomn andallhis Nobles 
witha grear deal-ot pomp fetching home the ark, Oh 
how fhouldclis. cncourage Our -Nobles 'andour Magit- 
races, rharthey mightbeſalicarous!inderhirig theark of 

God. Give me.leavetoſay thus much to Magiſtratey You 
inuſt Dor do as the Phrbiſtins' did A they had the atk yh 
| | 2 2 | 
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what did they dowirh it > why they fer it up in the houſe 
of Dazen; but Digon and the ark will never agre6;always 
when Degon and the falle Religion goes in at one door, 
the ark and the truc Religion goes out at the other door: 
We muſt nor therefore purthe ark and Dagen together, 

Secondly, VW hat muſt'tht Miniſters do to keep the ark 
from being loſt > Why the Miniſters rhar bear the ark 
muſt be ho'y, tie ark will never proſper upon che ſhould- 
ers of Hophnt;and Phinees; Earry that home with you : ir 
is not your wicked Miniſters that can ſertle the ark ; jt is 
nat your prophaney drunken Miniſters; no, ie muſt be the 
godly, fober, pious and religious Miniſters. How holy 
oughe they to be rhat draw near ro the God of holineſs? 
So much for the duty of Miniſters. 

Thirdly, V hat muſt che people of God do?why there 
are four things thar I will commend ro you, andI will 
commend you to God, Eirſt, Do not idolize the ark. Se- 
condly, Do not undervalue the ark, Thirdly, Donot pry 
intothe ark, Fourthly , Donor meddle with the ark un- 
leſs you have a call. Fitthly , keep the Covenant of the 
ark, Briefly of 'theſc, and I have done. 

Firft; do nor' idolize the ark; that was the ſin of the 
people in the Text, they thought the very preſence of the 
ark wou'd have {ecuredthem; and theretore they carryed 
the ark into the camp; though they'did nor repent and re- 
form, _ they thoughtif the art were in the camp, they 
were fecure; and thus many think, if they can get a good 
Miuiſter,certainlyGod wit bleſs them,though they tnem- 
{elves be never lo wicked, This isto idolizethe ark;thcre 
15s nothing that will ſecure a Nation, but repentance and 
reformation; 'r's not the having the goſpel, bur the living 
an{werable io the goſpel, that wil ſecure the goſpel. Take 
heed therefore of idoliziog the ark, = Se» 


(ar) ' 
Secondly, We muſt nor widervalve'the ark y this was 


Michal hex fin, Daved danced before the ark, and Adicbal 
mocked him: but ſaid David, it is before the Lord, if this 


be to be vile, I will be more vile ſtill, There are ſcme 


men bcgin to ſay, VV hat need we have any preaching,wil 
not reading of prayers: ſerve the turn >  VVhat need we 
preach, {ay othets, what need is thereof ſo much preach- 
ing? will not once a day ſcrve > What needsall this>Oh/ 
bur firs, this 1s xo undervalue the ark; and the faithful Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt mult ſay, it this be to be vile to preach 
twice a day, tOtaff, and pray for the fafety of a Nation, 
we wlll be more vile ſtill, 


ba 


Thirdly, We muſt not pry into the atk; this was the 


ſin of the Berhſhemrtes , God deſtroyed 50000, of them 
for locking inro the ark ; Ycu mult nor be curious in pry- 
inginco whai God hath not revealed : There are great 
c<hcughts of heart when God integds lo deliver his people; 
giveme leave to Ipeak. plainly ro.you : There are many 


chat talk of 1666, they think the year of deliverance ſhal 


be that year when Antichriſt ſhall bedcſroyed;and there 
is a Book printed ſo prove that: Antichriſt ſhall be de- 
itcoyed in 1666.and there are ſtrong impreſſions upon the 


carts of many learned men as to the year 1666, ſome © 


£0 to the year 1669, for the ruine.of Amichrift s ſcme 
pitch upona time-that's nearct,, which Ismlothto nzme 
to you :- But truly my Brethren » 3& you would have my 
judgement (andI am glad of this opportunity to tell you 
{o this morning) this 15 to pry tco much intothe ark:Re- 
mcmber that text; and live by it , ts nos for yew ro know the 


times& ſeaſons,you mult nor ſay ect Gsch eporzjormben. 


that year is come,youtind you ate deceiv'd;'tis the way to 


make you atherfigto believe TH gs: thoſe M3- ' 


niſters do no gogg/to the Church , that preſcribe times 
and 
| 
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andſeafonsy for whett thoſe ſeaſonsare comegand wefind 
our ſelves diſappointed, after tharwe will: belicve'the 
Miniſter ho mote, Give me leavers rel} you aftory, in 
the year one thouſand 4 ( which I havefrom ancient Aus 
thors ) wherein it was betitved throughout all the Chris 
ſtiari worldzrirat the day bf Judgement Thould-begingand 
great humiliations arid _fepentance Was ih all' Chriftien 
Churches z but when they ſaw the year end, and the day 
Of Judgement happened nor, they al: fell ro their old pro« 
fefhons, and afterward would bclicye nothing. 'T:s mbre 
dingefous then you imagfne, for men-to pitch on times 
and ſeaſons, Gods time 15 the beſt time-, 'andhe thar be- 
heveth, maketh not haſt: We muſt not pty roo] much 
theo the Ark, leſt the puniſhmer.t of the Ferbſn:mites be 
Our portion. 

Fourchly, You muſt not meddle with the Ark , unleſs 
called to it ; chis was the fin of #zza#, herrouchcdthe 
Ark (you know the ſtory) the Ark was in danger of 4al- 
ling, he (good man ) meaning no hurt , to kcepup the 
Atk, ro touch rhe Ark, butirnether did/him good or 
the Ark, for he \was deſtroy cd himſelf, thaking a bicach, 
and hindcring the carryinghome of the Ark, Ve have 
had greatdiſordef heretofore, and God 1s now puniſhing 
us tor that diſorder + There was'abundance- of welt- 
meaning men that uſurped the Miniſterial Office ; and 
(torſooth ) chey were afraidthe Ark'was falling,and they 
laid'to their ſhoulders ; but thetr rouchihs the Ark, un- 
did the Ark, and themſelves too, and brought a ſcandal 
0: the De, If you would have the Golpel ſettled re- 
member, Thty that are Conſtcrated muſt'tduch'the Ark. 

+ Fiftbly and Laftly; if ever you will-preferve*the Ark, 
keep the Laws thar the Ark prelervs ; foris the Ark were 
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the firſt and ſecond Table of the Law z now theſYvo 
fables, the firſt ang, ſecond Table of the Law you muſt 
keep, keep the L uy. and God will keep the Ark ; bur 
if you break rhebaw, you forfeir the Ark, The Arkis 
called the Ark of the-Covewant ; keepthe Covenant with 
God, and God will preſerve your ark ; but if you break 
your Covenant made with God in your Baprtilm, and the 
Covenant renewed at the Sacrament if you break this 


Covenant, God will break the ark and you, - 


And thus(beloved)I have adventured out of that great 
afte&ion I bear to you, to give you this morning this dife 
courſe, The Lord give a bleſhng to what hath been ſpo- 


ken. 
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